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The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861: With a New Preface (New Perspectives on the History of the South) Robert E. May "The great value of the book lies in the manner in which May relates the expansionist urge to the "symbolic" differences emerging between the North and the South. The result is a balanced account that contributes to the efforts of historians to understand the causes of the Civil War."--Journal of American History "The most ambitious effort yet to relate the Caribbean question to the larger picture of southern economic and political anxieties, and to secession. The core of this superbly documented book is a detailed description of expansionist ideology and activities during the 1850s."--Civil War History A path-breaking work when first published in 1973, The Southern Dream remains the standard work on attempts by the South to spread American slavery into the tropics--Cuba, Mexico, and Central America in particular--before the Civil War. Robert May shows that the South's expansionists had no more success than when they tried to extend slavery westward. As one after another of their plots failed, southern imperialists lost hope that their labor system might survive in the Union. Blaming northern Democrats and antislavery Republicans alike for their disappointed dreams, alienated southerners embraced secession as an alternative means to achieving the tropical slave empire that they craved. Had war not erupted at Fort Sumter, Confederates might have attempted to conquer the Caribbean basin. May's book serves as an important reminder that foreign policy cannot be divorced from the writing of American history, even in regard to seemingly domestic matters like the causes of the Civil War. Contending that America's Manifest Destiny became "sectionalized" in the 1850s, he explains why southerners considered Caribbean expansion so important and shows how southerners used their clout in Washington to initiate diplomatic schemes like the notorious Ostend Manifesto and presidential attempts to buy the slaveholding island of Cuba from Spain. He also describes southern filibustering plots against Latin American domains, such as the aborted designs on Mexico of the colorful Knights of the Golden Circle and the actual invasions of Central America by native Tennessean William Walker. Walker struck a major blow for the expansion of slavery when he legalized it during his occupation of Nicaragua. Most important, May relates how Caribbean plots affected American public opinion and ignited sectional friction in congressional debates. May argues that President-elect Abraham Lincoln might have saved the Union in the winter of 1860-61, had he agreed to last minute concessions facilitating slavery's future expansion towards the tropics. May's fascinating and often surprising account internationalized the causes of the Civil War. It should be read by anyone who wishes to understand the complex reasons why Americans came to blows with each other in 1861. This reprinting features a new preface by the author, which addresses the latest research on the Caribbean question. What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861: With a New Preface (New Perspectives on the History of the South). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.
Edna Pilon:
This The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861: With a New Preface (New Perspectives on the History of the South) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861: With a New Preface (New Perspectives on the History of the South) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861: With a New Preface (New Perspectives on the History of the South) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
Jennifer Jones:
This The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861: With a New Preface (New Perspectives on the History of the South) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861: With a New Preface (New Perspectives on the History of the South) can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
